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“At this stage of life – I worry about our young people 
having a commitment to anyone but themselves!  Just as 

you do - I have a sense of urgency to instill values and 
commitment, strong character and leadership in our kids.  

Liberty Learning is one of the resources we use to build 
strong character and the kids love it!”

47,028 346

-- Carol Broughton, Principal, Fairhope East Elementary
School - Baldwin County



When the Liberty Learning Foundation was established in 2010, the vision was to provide resources 
for students at each stage of their development. The Hands on Liberty Program and Super Citizen 
Program for our younger students have been embraced in classrooms since our inception. These 
students have been immersed in lessons that promote character, civics, financial literacy, and career 
opportunities all while learning about our great American story.
 

As we continued to build a foundation for future citizens in communities, we saw the need to have 
students become more actively involved. During this past school year, the 13 middle schools that 
participated in the American Character Program completed 392 service-learning projects. These 7th-
grade students learned firsthand the importance of recognizing problems in their communities and 
taking action to make a difference!
 

Through the continued generosity of community leaders, Liberty Learning Foundation added another 
high school to our Citizen Promise (pilot) Program. This year students in two pilot high schools 
participated in events and activities that helped to prepare them to become life, career, and citizen 
ready. Community leaders shared their experiences and knowledge on workforce essential skills, 
financial literacy, and the importance of being a good digital citizen. More importantly, these mentors 
invested in their community’s future employees and citizens. 
 

Thank you for helping us make our vision a reality.  Your support helps us continue building the 
foundation we know is necessary for productive, civic-minded leaders who possess good character. 

full CIRCLE 
COMING

(Left) Citizen Promise 
Ambassador greeting Nate 
Johnson, Founder, and CEO of 
Time Youth Dothan.

(Right) Carver 9th Grade 
Academy student participating 
in a Financial Literacy 
Simulation. (Dothan, AL)



A Message From A Super Citizen

“The Super Citizen Program has made a great impact on my students!  I have former students who come back to see me and tell 
me that the Super Citizen Program was their favorite part of fifth grade. The program brings our Country's history to life for the 
students. The students enjoy working
together on their Torch Team projects. Each 
student writes a profile of their hero. The 
students meet in their groups and vote on the 
person they want to honor. They get excited 
about the things they learn and really get 
involved in raising money so that they can 
honor their heroes. Many of the students 
ask their parents for extra jobs around the 
house in order to raise the money they need 
to honor their group's hero. Some students 
use the money they have saved from birthdays or Christmas. The students really begin to understand what being a citizen of the United 
States of America is all about. It really makes an impression on them when we discuss the many freedoms we have compared to what 
other people have in their countries. Also, the "Still Standing" video really brings home to the students the sacrifices made in order for us 
to have this wonderful country to live in. In the thirty years I have been teaching, the Super Citizen Program is the best program I have 
ever used to get students excited about the history of our great country.”
~Sherri Haygood, 5th-grade teacher, Lauderdale County High School

5th-grade student, Hokes Bluff Elementary 

"Now I may not be a scientist or a cop or 

something like that. I'm still a Super Citizen just 

like you. Ever since I joined the Super Citizens 

Program, I feel like I've been a better person. I 

don't know if it's just me being a better person 

or if it's because I took the oath. You know, 

ever since I joined the Super Citizens, I've had no 

regrets. It was definitely fun doing everything 

we did to become Super Citizens. If I could go 

beyond just holding the door for others, I would 

help others when they fall down, and help others 

get out of bad situations. Obviously, I wouldn't 

just help others, I have to work on myself too. 

If I would recommend the super citizen program 

I would be begging them to join because it just 

makes you a better person I feel. I can't even put 

into words how much I enjoyed doing this with all 

of my friends, my class, my grade, and all of the 

other schools. And after the end of the day, I felt 

better just in general."

Our Teachers are Shining Stars!



From Our Teachers, Administrators, &
Community Leaders

“Children 
learned that all 
of us make an 
impact. One 
of my students 
said, “You can 
choose to be 

positive or negative for your community and 
I choose to be positive.” I thought that was 
a big statement for a 2nd grader.”
- DeeAnne Brown - Attalla Elementary 

"At the 
beginning of the 
year, I noticed 
my students 
did not seem 
to care or 
understand why 

it was important that we say the Pledge 
of Allegiance or show respect for our flag. 
Afterward, I saw a big difference in many 
of my students."
- Pamela Otto - Kelly Springs Elementary

“This program 
is going to teach 
these students 
about loving 
their country, 
about service 
over self and 

about loving their neighbor and being a 
good citizen. What a great message!”

- Will Ainsworth, Lt. Governor of Alabama

“With the ongoing 
Covid-19 global 
pandemic, our 
students have 
remained resilient 
in the face of 
adversity. We 

feel that resources such as the American 
Character Program have helped our students 
to remain inspired and empowered. Through 
in-depth learning, real-world practice and self-
examination, students discovered and defined 
their important roles in America’s future.”

- Mr. Skyler Kirchner - Russellville Middle School

“I was so impressed by the 
mission and strategy behind the 
Liberty Learning Foundation’s 
programs. We desperately need 
more programming in our schools 
that give children something to 
look forward to, to be hopeful 
about, and to take pride in. These 
programs inspire children to take ownership of themselves 
and their community. I can’t imagine a cause more worthy!” 
- Prince Chestnut, State Representative

“Civics education is so important for young 
people. Liberty 
Learning is 
an excellent 
program 
that teaches 
students to be 
good citizens, 
give back to 
their communities, take pride in our great 
country, and express gratitude to true local 
heroes. We need this type of education 
today more than ever, and that makes us 
proud to support Liberty Learning and the 
organization’s mission.” 
  - Jimmy Parnell, President of Alfa 
Insurance and Alabama Farmers Federation 

Read years of quotes from mission stakeholders at LibertyLearning.org/testimonials



The Liberty Learning Foundation had a busy year piloting the Citizen Promise Program at Carver 9 Academy, Dothan High 
School, and Cullman High School. This program provides events and opportunities that prepare students to become life, 
career, and citizen ready. When the students kick off the program they are given two coins - a YES and a NO coin. As they 
leave the event they are left with this charge…Choose to say “yes” to participating in the Citizen Promise Program, to 
allow mentors and community leaders to help them achieve goals that they’ve set, and to promise to graduate. Our goal 
is to meet these students where they are on their journey and help them to achieve their goals once they graduate from 
high school whether that is in the workforce, military, technical school, or college. 

Citizen Promise Program (Pilot)

"The Citizen Promise Program has been a tremendous asset to our 
school.  Our partners at Liberty Learning have become an extension of 
our school family and we are so thankful for their investment in our 
students.  This highly skilled group of professionals has encouraged 
partnerships with our community leaders and businesses to bring 
opportunities and information to our students about becoming life, 
career, and citizen ready. This year the Citizen Promise Program 
worked with our 9th Grade students on financial literacy, workforce 
essential skills, and setting goals for graduation. The Citizen Actions 
aspect of the program has encouraged our students to become more 
involved in our community through volunteerism and service.  In 
today's society, the vision and objectives of the Liberty Learning 
Foundation are more critical than ever before."
- Kim Hall, Ed.S, Principal, Cullman High School



Liberty Learning Foundation had the opportunity        
to pilot a new financial literacy resource at Hartselle 
Junior High School during the spring. Seventh 
grade students who participate in our American 
Character Program spent several days learning 
about the importance of budgeting for essential 
needs and life choices. 

The students also learned about important banking 
information and even had the opportunity to practice 
writing checks! We plan to offer this resource to some 
other middle schools that participate in the American 
Character Program.

Financial Literacy Program for Middle School 
Students (Pilot)

Seventh graders work through an income and expenses worksheet

Adulting Day - Dothan High School

Citizen Promise Kickoff - Carver 9th Grade Academy

Financial Literacy Simulation - Cullman High School

Citizen Promise Program (Pilot)
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The Super Citizen Program begins with a rousing theatrical 
performance that excites students, stakeholders and local 
donors about the important lessons their students will begin 
after the Next Great Americans tour bus rolls away. After the 
show, students begin 9 weeks of in-depth lessons in civics, 
character, financial literacy, careers and more. Using their 
provided multimedia kit, and leveraging a life-changing 
service learning project, the students begin to understand their 
important roles in our country’s future.

Equal parts career and essential skill preparation and civic-
service activation, the Citizen Promise Program is implemented 
by exceptional schools wishing to continue the impact of the 
Super Citizen and American Character Programs as students 
ready themselves for careers and college. Students learn more 
in-depth lessons in civics, character, financial literacy and 
become accountable for their actions and trajectory of their own 
futures. Community mentors assist in the classroom, provide 
resume and job application bolstering opportunities and grants 
are available for graduating seniors.

Vision & Programs

We implemented programs in elementary through high 
school as the Citizen Promise Program was a huge success in 
select schools this year. The model of early-and-often touch 
points through graduation is working.

We hear time and again about the importance of reaching 
children when they are young. We began with a belief that 
we can make the most impact on future generations by 
reinforcement of civic and character concepts in multiple 
grades. This year, our vision came to fruition.

C I T I Z E N

S U P E R  

Hands on Liberty Program
(grades K-2)

American Character Program
(grades 6-8) 

Super Citizen Program
(grades 3-5)

Citizen Promise
(high school)

Students kick off an immersive 10-week civics & character 
program with a performance by Libby Liberty. Back in class, 
they are guided by The Hands on Learning video series and 
companion lesson plans that complement grade standards 
and engage students in learning crucial lessons at this early 
age. Teachers are trained, parents and community rallied to 
be part of this transformative process.

A continuation of the stepping stones provided in K-5 programs, 
American Character provides more context for students by using 
the lives and accomplishments of great American characters 
who are models for what can be accomplished by any citizen. 
This is made even more tangible with mentor-led service 
learning projects that impact the community and mirror the 
kinds of change made by our historic leaders. Students learn more 
essential skills by presenting their projects to peers, press and 
parents at the #GoodCharacters Expo at the program’s conclusion.

Vision

Programs

the

our



Students Impacted Schools & Communities
ImpactedOur K-12 suite of programs en-

gage students in learning crucial 
lessons in civics, character, financial 
responsibility, career building and 
our Great American Story. Through 
grants and donations, Liberty 
Learning Foundation provides these 
free resource kits to teachers and 
orchestrates powerful live perfor-
mances that increase understanding 
and retention of concepts.

Liberty Learning Foundation 
orchestrates Kickoffs, Celebra-
tions, Expos, teacher training and 
volunteer coordination to make 
sure students have educational 
experiences they will never forget. 
In addition, the entire community 
is re-energized as students hon-
or local heroes from the stage at 
graduation ceremonies. This all-
hands-on-deck approach creates 
a culture of support, guidance 
and empowerment for hometown 
America’s youth.

6,476 Local Heroes
Honored

In the final Super Citizen Program 
unit, students turn learning into 
action by honoring local heroes from 
the stage. The motto of Torch Teams 
is: “When you honor a hero, you be-
come a hero!” Each of our programs 
has its own age-appropriate equiv-
alent to help bring lessons to life in 
the real world. 

Improvement In Test Scores

Pre- and post-program test scores gen-
erated through in-class online testing 
showed an average overall improve-
ment of 32%. 

• 28% for Hands on Liberty students 
(grades K-2)

• 43% for Super Citizen students 
(grades 3-5)

•25% for American Character students 
(grades 6-8)

18,876 1,564Classroom Resource 
Kits Provided

Kickoffs, Celebrations 
& Expos

Teachers receive comprehensive re-
source kits at no cost, courtesy of do-
nors and grants. LLF delivers the kits, 
trains teachers and works with volun-
teers to maximize program impact.

LLF bookends its programs with 
energetic Kickoff , Celebration & 
Expo events. These set the tone for 
student and community engagement 
and allow our funding partners their 
much-deserved time in the spotlight 
as well. 

IMPACT SINCE 2012

338,862 477 32%



TEACHER SURVEY SHOWS STEADY
(and impressive) STATS

LOOKING AHEAD:

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

100%
Teachers said the program 

helped students understand 
the importance of giving back 

& showing gratitude.

APPRECIATION

96%
Teachers said students have a 

better understanding of what it 
means to be financially literate. 

The remaining percentage 
explained this Is a “great start 

to a lifelong process.”

FINANCIAL 
LITERACY

97%
Teachers said students have 
a better understanding of  

what it means to have 
good character.

GOOD CHARACTER

96%
Teachers said the program 

was a great opportunity for 
students to explore careers of 
people making a difference in 

their communities.

CAREERS

100%
Teachers said the Super Citizen 

Experience improved engagement, 
retention and the ability for them 
to “fit” these crucial lessons into 

their busy days. 

CLASSROOM 
ENGAGEMENT

98%
Teachers said the  

“inspirational factor” in 
kickoffs & celebrations made 

students more engaged in 
lessons in the classroom. 

*This number fell slightly due 
to canceled events in 2020.  

INSPIRATION

100%
Teachers said they wanted 
to participate in the Super 

Citizen Program every year. 
The other 2% alternate 

programs yearly.

PROGRAM RETURN

100%
Teachers said their students 
learned more about civics, 

character, financial literacy and 
social studies as a result of 
Liberty Learning programs.

MEETS STANDARDS

Administrative and overhead costs are funded by a generous 
donor. All donations go directly to providing

Liberty Learning Foundation programs to Alabama schools.

Next year will see the Foundation continuing its efforts to strengthen community alliances, identify partner-stakeholders, 
perfect our suite of K-12 programs, and serve current educators and students.

2020-2021
Audited Contributions 
& Expenses 

Contributions:
$1,311,159

Expenses:
Program Services: 
$1,209,456
Support Services: 
$210,796 

Total expenses:
$1,420,252

Net Assets:
$212,668

100%

2021-2022
Projected Contribu-
tions & Expenses 

Contributions:
$1,620,000

Expenses:
$1,611,042

Net Assets:
$221,626

Student Resources & Supplies
Outcomes & Measurements Tracking
Events (The “Experience”)
Teacher Resources & Supplies
Program Development
Fund & Community Development

20%
8%
20%
20%
15%
17%

Fiscal Year 7/1/21 - 6/30/22

15%

5%

20%

30%

15%

15%



LibertyLearning.org    (800) 239-0005
A 501(c)3 organization serving schools and

communities throughout Alabama!


